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One of Hong Kong school’s most popular speakers is in town! Author and
education consultant Diane W. Frankenstein will tell you how ‘conversational

reading’ works effectively. With more than 20 years of experience in children
literature, Diane also shares with you her favourite 101 books.
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Living in a world dominated by the
Internet, web-based social networks,
video games, and cell phones, how
can we stimulate or instill a love of
reading? Why is it that important?

A study out this week confirms every modern parent’s fears:
We've raised a whole new generation of gadget addicts. The
Kaiser Family Foundation released a study that says young
people spend more than 7% hours every day — or about 53
hours a week — watching TV, playing video games, texting,
listening to music and otherwise staying glued to their phones,
though not in the usual manner.

My concern is that we have an entire generation plugged in and
tuned out — computers often fill young minds with information
at the expense of teaching them how to think. As Picasso said
“Computers are useless. They can only give you answers.”

Electronic Reading and computers and other devices cannot
substitute for the learning that takes place through socialisation
with peers and interaction with teachers and parents — reading
is thinking and talking with our children about the books they
read is one of the ways to help children learn to think, to get
more out of their reading. In addition, reading and talking about
a story support decision-making and encourage creativity as
well as help children clarify and choose values. For a value
system to be effective, it cannot be imposed but needs to
be chosen.

In our fast paced, media saturated world, reading with children
and talking with them about the stories they have read is more
important than ever before.

You encourage ‘conversational
reading’ with kids. What is

conversational reading?

Conversational reading is talking with children about the books
they read asking questions and making comments Read a
book —ask a question — start a conversation. Finding meaning

in a story calls for guessing, speculation, and pondering; it's
less about what you know and more about what you think.
It’s a little like thinking out loud. | call this skill conversational
reading, which is less about trying to figure out the meaning of
the stories and more about what the story means to children
in their lives now. Conversational reading encourages a reader
to linger, saunter, and contemplate a story; metaphorically
speaking, it is shining a flashlight into a dark cave and saying,
“Did you notice that?” and “Look over there.”

Conversational reading helps children develop the ability to use
words to express themselves and gives them a command of
language. Children who talk about stories and the subjects
a story explores, better understand what they read. Children
who better understand stories become more confident readers
and this confidence directly impacts the pleasure children find
in the stories they read. (Reading Together, p.8-11)

In your new book Reading
Together, you recommend
more than 100 books and
suggest related questions
that get children talking
and reading. How did you
come about choosing
these books? What do

they have in common?
Reading Together is not a textbook on children’s literature, and
| don’t mean to suggest these are the only books that matter.
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My selection of books comes from my classes and workshops
for children, parents, and teachers. My choices were
predicated on my belief that books are both windows and
mirrors. Windows, because they are one of the ways children
extend their knowledge of the world, and mirrors, because they
are one of the ways children come to understand themselves.
These stories do not minimise, dumb down, or patronise the
challenges children face or the emotions they feel. The titles in
Reading Together respect children and offer stories that are
diverse and are not of one mind or one perspective. They were
selected based on story, literary merit, and the conversations
they jump-start.

Ultimately my choices were inspired by the wisdom from one
of my favourite writers, Isaac Bashevis Singer, who wrote
for both children and adults. In his speech “Why | Write for
Children,” delivered on the occasion of his acceptance of
the National Book Award in 1970, he said, “[Children] love
interesting stories, not commentary, guides, or footnotes.
When a book is boring, they yawn openly, without any shame
or fear of authority.” These 101 notable books are some of my
favourites and | hope that many of them become your child’s
favourites as well. (Reading Together, p.11) 22
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computers often fill young minds with
information at the expense of teaching them
how to think.

n continues to give you some great tips
00sing good children books and promoting good
readers. Please logon to Peegaboo.com and read the
article Reading Together: Tips and Guidelines for Parents
under categories of ‘Learning’ and ‘Education’ for Toddler,
Kindergartener, and Primary Schoolers.

www.peegaboo.com?;
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Reading Together — Here’s a look inside:

Apart from Hunter's Best Friend, there are another 100 book recommendations in Reading Together, which suggests
books that are appropriate for preschool children up to grade 8.

B2Y (Hunter's Best Friend) - (Reading Together) #& Y 55M00AE - BHEIMAIZ M P _FANERTHE

Hunter’s Best Friend
at School
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Story Synopsis

H unler and Stripe are best lriends, and
Jﬂlripu comes Lo school one day ina

mischicl-making mood, Stripe entices

Clowming around, doing
the righit thing. friendship, Hunter to go along with his clowning around,
ischil, peer pressure, cven though Hunter is not sure he should. Huniler
setting a good examgle has to figure out a way to get his best friend to be

his best self. B e B i+ il

READ TOSENRER: GRADES FRE. k-7
HEAD ALONE: GRADES §.3

Who, What, When, and Why ([__,

# Stripe comes (o school in a mischief-making mood. What does he do o

make mischicf? '# Look Closer

Do vou ever like to clown arcund? Wha in your class likes o clown around?

* Why does Hunter follow Stripe’s urges lo cul up his paper frog? How does + What makes Hunler like Stripe?

he feel afier he cuts up his paper frog?

What does Mr. Ringlail say to Hunter after he cuts up his frog? Whal
could he have said?

I= Stripe a bad friend for Hunter?

Who is vour hest friend? Do you always
go along with what he or she says?

. . - I ke el Trie v along
J Humlers mom says vou don’t have o go along with vour best friend, What > you like your best (riend 1o go along

clse does she say about whal it means to be a best friend? with what you say or do?

v Do vou worry that your fricnds might
nol like vou if you don’t go along with
their suggestions?

I= it hard not to go along with vour
Iriends, especially when it looks like lun?

* What docs Hunter do to help Stripe be his best seli?

Souvenir %

“Beang a best fiend doesn't mean always
following along. Sometimes being a hast
friend means you have to help your fiend B

- Are you more like Hunler or Stripe?
Or a litte bit of both?

bz his best self.”

Next

Ny Check out these other tithes:
:@f A Bargain for Frances
BY RUSSELL HOEAN
What | Noticed Cardboard Fans
I nver thought that helping someane b his BV LYNNE RAE PERXING
best solf was pant of Inendship. Ebvirar
BY MARGARET SHANMOM
What did you notice?
iz and Waltar
BY ELISE5A HADEN GUEST
Misz Bindergarten Hag &
6 Wil Doy i Kinclergartan
'i_f ' Quotes ﬂa BY JOSEPH SLATE
“Actiois speak Ider (han words.” Timothy's Takes from Hiltop Schoal
EY RXEEMARY WELLS

~=AMERICAN PROVERE
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